ESCHATOLOGY 101
Session 6
Survey of Revelation Chapters 15-16
Chapter 15
     As we look at Revelation fifteen, we are able to see light at the end of the tunnel. However, in this case, it’s not a train; it’s our great and glorious God.   It doesn’t give us any new information of events of the tribulation. Rather, it’s a prelude to the last round of judgments that God is going to send upon the earth.   In one sense, this is similar to the vision in Revelation chapter 7 after the rapture where the believers are around God’s throne but they were wearing white robes given to them.  Here after the reaping, we find a similar picture of overcomers around God’s throne but now they are given harps.  It gives some credence to the possibility that this is a 2nd reaping and not just recounting the first reaping (rapture).  It is also as though the Lord is warning, “Brace yourself, I have not finished judging the wickedness of the earth, there is more to come. In these eight verses, we are encouraged to celebrate God’s work in two ways:
     A. Celebrate God’s ultimate victory.
     B. Celebrate God’s final judgments.

1. Harps given them by God. In Biblical times musical celebrations were made up of strings, bass and percussion instruments, so a harp would have been used, but this harp would be special…given by God.  This is a glorious celebration for those who have overcome by the blood of the Lamb!  This will be a celebration that we will all long to experience.
2. Tabernacle of the covenant law. This temple was so filled with smoke that the temple had to be closed. If it sounds familiar it’s found in Isaiah 6.  Also when Solomon prayed his dedicatory prayer over the newly finished temple, God’s presence filled the temple so that no one could enter the temple.  This seems to be a repeat of that event.

Prophecy of the 30 and 45 Days-Daniel 12
1. Michael, the great prince – the archangel, the guardian of the Jewish people, the restrainer.  The verse says that he will “arise” which is the word “amad” which is translated as to stand up or to cease what you were doing.  His purpose was to watch over and protect God’s chosen people.  He will cease doing that at the appointed time.
2. A time of distress – Jacob’s trouble.  This time will be a time of great tribulation or “pressure” that has not been seen before.  This is most likely describing the 5th seal or the great tribulation which will begin with the Jews and then spread worldwide to all who hold to the testimony of Jesus.  
3. Who sleep in the dust of the ground – the Old Testament saints and the dead in Christ will sleep until the rapture of the elect.  This portion of Daniel is describing an event that takes place after the great tribulation (Jacobs Trouble).  This is another evidence of the pre-wrath rapture.
4. Knowledge will increase. With all the technology around the world when the antichrist steps forward he will have a perfect platform to communicate his message of manipulation.  However, Daniel’s prophecy is not talking about man’s knowledge but to the understanding of the prophetic and knowledge of what the prophetic means because we will see things happening that will begin to explain prophecy before our eyes!  Let us continue to keep watch so this may be so!!
5. The man dressed in linen – The only person allowed to swear by is Jesus , the Son.
6. Time, times, and half time – This would be 3 ½ years.
8. Insight & Understanding –Believers who study the word of God will have insight and understand.  Wicked will lack the Holy Spirit and will not have discernment to tell the difference between good and evil.  In the last days, evil will be viewed as good, and good will be viewed as evil.  Evil people will see themselves as good and they will see good people as evil.  It will be total deception by Satan.  We must study God’s Word to gain understanding.
9. 1,290 days. This 30 day period begins “the Day of Atonement” marking the salvation of the prodigal nation of Israel.  This may be the time for the bowls of God’s final wrath to be poured out on the world to purify it and prepare it for the coming kingdom of Jesus on the earth.
10. 1,335 days – this 45 day time period seems to be a special blessing with this period of time as we’re moving into the Millennial Kingdom.  This time could be used to purify the temple in Jerusalem as this will be the place from which Jesus will rule the earth with an iron scepter.  

Chapter 16
     The bowl judgments in Chapter 16 are much greater in intensity as well as in degree of coverage and effect. They fall quickly, like trip hammer blows. These last seven judgments cause the further hardening of the hearts of men. Remember they are called plagues and have much the same result on the world as the plagues of Egypt had on Pharaoh. Because of the callousness and hardening built up in the hearts of men, these judgments will result in anger and blasphemy from the heart and mouths of men rather than fear, reverence and trust. They are hardening plagues which God uses to His own glory. But the bowl judgments will crush man’s rebellion and remove the rebellious from the earth. The completion of this will be accomplished by the return of Christ with His armies.





The Conclusion of God’s Wrath

     Trumpets                                  			 Bowls
1) 1/3 of earth, trees, grass burned up        bodily sores
2) 1/3 of sea became blood                           the seas full of blood
3) 1/3 of waters were bitter                          the rivers full of blood
4) 1/3 of day and night darkened                 men scorched with heat from sun
5) locusts torment for 5 months                   their pain was great
6) 1/3 of mankind killed                                 Euphrates dried up for kings of east
7) Coronation of King Jesus                           Earthquake & hail stones

1. Bowls.  Most likely the bowls being described here are the type that are wide and shallow.  If you have ever tried to carry a bowl like that full of liquid you know that it is difficult to carry it and not to spill its contents.  This bowl is made to spill and empty its contents very quickly.  
2. The evil spirits going out from the beast, dragon and false prophet are purposed to deceive the world and bring them into a final conflict to overthrow God’s authority.  This has been Satan’s “MO” from the beginning but he must be a very slow learner.  These deceiving spirits will be very effective in deceiving the world because most in the world lack discernment that is required to be able to tell the difference between good and evil.  This is critical even today and we navigate through our lives and issues in our society.
3. Armageddon. In Hebrew it is called Har-Magedon.  When you read Revelation 19:11 you will get the details of this war and if you go back to  Revelation 14: 20,  it will give you the results of the war. Napoleon when he stood on Magiddo and saw this spot is reported to have said that this was the most natural battle ground he had ever seen.  This valley has been a strategic place through all of recorded history.  There may have been more battles fought here than any other place is the world.  How fitting that the final battle in this age will be fought in that very location.
[bookmark: _GoBack]4. A severe earthquake.   A 10 on the Richter scale is the highest magnitude earthquake according to the man-made scale. This earthquake would be more powerful than any other earthquake in history.  Imagine for a moment the islands fleeing away (sinking into the ocean) and the mountains being leveled instead of being built up.

Current Events to Watch
· The war in Israel
· The actions of Russia & Iran
· The United Nations and talk of replacing the current Secretary General (Who might succeed him?)

